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W hat an amazing year 2009 turned out to be! We began the year with considerable 
uncertainty about the economy and daunting challenges for fundraising. As the year 
ended, we had achieved milestone accomplishments, thanks to the continued support 
of the community, our donors and our loyal members. 


The "staycation" phenomenon became a reality as, 
for the first time ever, more than one million guests 
visited Utah's Hogle Zoo! This record was consistent 
around the country, as more than 180 million people at¬ 
tended accredited zoos and aquariums. 



Ray Drake from West Jordan was our lucky one millionth guest - the first time 
we've had over one million guests visit the Zoo in a year. 


Through a comprehensive preparation process across 
ALL areas and departments of the Zoo, which occurs ev¬ 
ery five years, we once again achieved accreditation by 
AZA, the Association of Zoos and Aquariums, joining 
only 219 other institutions with this distinction! 

We completed and opened our new L.S. Skaggs 


Animal Health Center, through the generous support 
of the ALSAM Foundation and numerous other donors. 
This facility incorporated "green design and construction" 
practices, and as a result, we expect it to be LEED Gold 
Certified this year. 

In the general election of 2008, 72% of voters ap¬ 
proved bonds for Zoo improvements, provided we raise 
matching private funds. With tremendous generosity 
from individuals, foundations and others, we reached 
our matching funds goal of $11 million in 2009, and 
Salt Lake County is now ready to release $33 million in 
bond funds beginning early this year! This public/pri¬ 
vate partnership will drive the continued improvements 
to the Zoo, beginning with ROCKY SHORES, which will 
bring polar bears back to Hogle Zoo, along with otters, 
seals and other coastal critters. You'll hear more about 
ROCKY SHORES in future issues of THE SAFARI. 

Zuri, our first baby African elephant, was born in 
August after a 22-month gestation! Elephant births in 
zoos, while increasing, are still uncommon, but crucial to 
preserving this vital species. Christie has been a model 
mom, and Zuri continues to delight our guests and staff 
with her antics. Watching her grow up is going to be a de¬ 
light in the years ahead. Zuri's birth was joined by other 
significant births of Amur tiger, snow leopard, Siamese 
crocodile, golden lion tamarin, howler monkey, giraffe 
and many others. One of our staff referred to 2009 as 
"the perfect storm" for animal births. 


More than ever before, 2009 reinforced the role in 
our community of Hogle Zoo as a great place for families 
to enjoy and for people of all ages to learn about wildlife 
and nature. It's also a place where great things are hap¬ 
pening for our animals and for the guests who come to 
see them. 

As members, you are a big part of our success and 
progress. In 2010, look for more exciting member events, 
activities, and benefits. I hope you will visit often: you 
don't want to miss a thing! 
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by DOUGLAS TOMKINSON, elephant manager 


I t has been seven months since we had a very 
special, almost miracle birth at Utah's Hogle Zoo. 
Christie, our 23-year-old African elephant, gave 
birth to Zuri on August 10, 2009. She weighed 
251 pounds when she was born and is gaining 
around two pounds a day, weighing 560 pounds mid- 
February. 

It is a pleasure to watch this little girl growing up and 
experiencing all that the world has to offer her. Although 
she is still a baby, she is very destructive. If she can smash 



it, break it or stomp it, then she does and that can make 
her toy selection a challenge for us. She has a lot of fun 
playing with boomer balls of all sizes, brushes, logs, pipes, 
straw, and like every youngster, she especially loves play¬ 
ing in the mud. She has her very own kiddie swimming 
pool and gets to splash and play in it even in the winter! 
Bath time with Mom seems to be a favorite pastime. 

Zuri loves to "help" and lend a trunk when we give 
her Mom attention. Zuri's "helpful" nature makes it a bit 
tricky to work on Mom's feet or to take her weekly blood 
draw. 

Right now Zuri is separated from Dari, the oldest Afri¬ 
can elephant in North America, who turns 50 in June. But 
Zuri and Dari have become well-acquainted this winter, 
visiting each other through the mesh inside the building. 
When Zuri gets bigger, they will be able to share the same 
space. 

This summer is going to be fun and challenging with 
Christie and Zuri. Zuri will be participating in our Pachy¬ 
derm Programs and will no doubt try to "help" Mom out 
while she is doing the program. It's going to be quite an 
adventure and probably a comedy of errors. Without a 
doubt, it will be a lot of fun to watch, and I can guarantee 
that it will make you smile and probably laugh out loud! 





A fter three attempts at 
artificial insemination, 
our 23-year old African 
elephant, Christie, was con¬ 
firmed pregnant through an 
ultrasound performed in Febru¬ 
ary 2008. Though this was exciting 
news, the insemination procedure was 
not a simple task. It involved years of 
planning, exhibit renovations, staff 
time and commitment to conser¬ 
vation to complete. Because of 
the threatened status of African 
elephants, we were eager to 
become part of a solution for 
elephants and undertake the 
enormous process of helping 
Christie bring a baby elephant 
into the world. Christie's calf was born at 1:15 p.m. 
on August 10, 2009. 

The baby weighed in at 251 pounds, stood 36 
inches tall and had a trunk that measured 15 inches 
in length. 


Welcome to babyzuriblog.com 



Keep track of 
what's new with Zuri, 
by following her blog, 
babyzuriblog.com . 

I This blog describes 
the adventures of 
Baby Zuri. 
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NOVEMBER 2009 BROUGHT THE 
OPENING OF STATE-OF-THE-ART 
LS. SKAGGS ANIMAL HEALTH CENTER 


by HOLLY BRAITHWAITE, community relations coordinator 


I n November 2008, we broke ground on a new 
Animal Health Center, a facility that revolutionizes 
the treatment and care of the Zoo's animal collec¬ 
tion. Just one year later in November 2009, the 
L.S. Skaggs Animal Health Center opened as a key 
component of Hogle Zoo's Master Plan. 

The L.S. Skaggs Animal Health Center, funded in part 
by a generous donation from the ALSAM Foundation, is a 
state-of-the-art animal care facility that allows veterinary 
staff to provide an unprecedented level of care for all of 
the Zoo's nearly 900 animals. The new building nearly 
doubles the amount of treatment, hospital and quaran¬ 
tine space we previously had, while providing holding ca¬ 
pabilities for larger animals, dedicated hospital wards and 
a large treatment room. 

According to Dr. Nancy Carpenter, Hogle Zoo Asso¬ 
ciate Director - Animal Health, "Completion of the new 
L.S. Skaggs Animal Health Center is the next step into the 


future of animal health care at Utah's Hogle Zoo. This 
7,200 square-foot facility enables the veterinary staff to 
treat critically ill patients, provide advanced diagnostics 
during routine physical exams and house larger and more 
dangerous animals than in the previous hospital." She 
added, "Along with the Behavioral Management Program 
(enrichment and training), which is part of the veterinary 
department, the animal health care staff is equipped to 
provide a more holistic approach to the life care of our 
animals, both mentally and physically." 

In addition to providing outstanding animal care, 
the Center upholds our commitment to conservation. 
The facility uses energy-recovering mechanical units, low 
voltage lights with occupancy sensors and water efficient 
plumbing fixtures. Roof solar panels provide on-site re¬ 
newable energy. Skylights in the animal areas reduce the 
need for artificial lighting, which according to veterinary 
staff, can speed healing and reduce stress in animals. 

Also, construction of the building used part of the 
old animal hospital to re¬ 
duce cost while recy¬ 
cling building materials 
- allowing 83% of con¬ 
struction waste to be 
diverted from landfills. 
Because of these sus¬ 
tainable green build¬ 
ing and development 
practices, the facility 
is on track to receive 
a LEED gold build¬ 
ing certification, the 
second-highest rating 
from the U.S. Green 
Building Council. 
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A perfect example of "high tech" animal care in 
our new facility came in the form of a root 
canal performed on Vladimir, the Zoo's male 
Amur leopard, in mid-February. The Animal Health 
Center provided the space and equipment to allow 
Hogle Zoo veterinary staff room to work alongside 
a veterinary dentistry specialist, Dr. John F. Huff III. 

K o staff monitored the cat 
ut the procedure while the 
lickly performed the root ca- 
eatly reducing the amount of 
e the leopard needed to be 
;edated. An Orem company, 
called Aribex, donated a 
hand-held X-ray machine 
for the surgery. Following 
the root canal, Vladimir 

affected tooth to keep a 
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Why Give to Utah’s Hogle Zoo 


by BETH WOLFER, associate director - development 


Frequently Asked Questions: 



Why does Hogle Zoo ask for donations, when I 
pay a membership fee? 


A The cost of operating the Zoo exceeds $30,000.. 

per day. The Zoo relies on private donations for 
many of our new exhibits and other capital improve¬ 
ments. 



I thought the Zoo got $33 million from Salt Lake 
County recently? Why is there still a need for 
private fundraising? 


g| The George S. & Dolores Dore Eccles Foundation 
has generously offered the Zoo an amazing oppor¬ 
tunity. The Foundation will grant us $1.5 million in 2010 
if we raise $3 million. The first deadline is $2 million by 
June 1st! So for every dollar you donate, the Foundation 
will give another 50tf. 



Now that the L.S. Skaggs Animal Health Center 
is open, what's the next big project at the Zoo? 


A Hogle Zoo is excited to be expediting the plans to 
break ground in November 2010 on Rocky Shores, 
a three-acre project - the Zoo's largest-ever undertaking. 
Rocky Shores will bring polar bears back to the Zoo as 
well as sea lions, seals, otters and bald eagles. 




Q When will Rocky Shores, an environmental 
immersion exhibit, open? 


A The construction schedule puts the opening of our 
fantastic new exhibit, to be located in the north¬ 
west quadrant of the Zoo, in the spring of 2012. The 
realistic, cutting-edge habitat design will dramatically 
impact and alter guests perceptions. 



Where will the animals go that currently live in 
the area where Rocky Shores will go? 


A Some animals are being placed at other AZA- 
accredited facilities that have a need for them 
in their collection. For example, our black bears have 
found a new home at the expansive bear habitat at 
Oregon Zoo. Others will find new homes within our Zoo 
grounds, in areas that will be built to suit their needs. 


Thank you to all of our great members who renew 
each year, who give above and beyond their 
membership fees and who support the Zoo in so 
many ways! To learn more about our Master Plan 
or to make a donation, visit www.hoglezoo.org. 
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<s4ieet a little, 
but proud donor 

ne of the Zoo's youngest donors is 10-year-old 
Emma Allison. She donated $63.34 to the Re¬ 
new the Zoo campaign to bring back polar bears 
to the Zoo. Why would a youngster donate a portion of 
her allowance to the Zoo? 

She loves polar bears! Her love started at a young 
age. Emma remembers when Mizar and Alcor, twin polar 
bear cubs, went on display in the spring of 1999. With 
their Zoo membership, the family made numerous trips 
to the Zoo to enjoy the antics of these playful cubs. Two 
years later, Emma and her family made several visits to 
see Anana, a fe¬ 
male polar bear 
cub that made 
her public debut 
in April 2001. 

Emma has 
decorated her 
bedroom with a 
polar bear motif, 
including sev¬ 
en plush polar 
bears of all sizes and framed photos from a calendar. The 
fifth grader uses her knowledge about her favorite ani¬ 
mal when completing certain school assignments. She 
knows that a polar bear's fur is not white, but that each 
hair is a clear hollow tube. The bears look white because 
each hollow hair reflects the light. 

Much to Emma's dismay, polar bears have been ab¬ 
sent from the Zoo since November 2003, when Andy, a 
14-year-old bear died after swallowing a glove that had 
been thrown into his exhibit. 

Her donation supports the Renew the Zoo campaign 
to build the three-acre Rocky Shores exhibit to house 
Emma's favorite animals - the polar bears. When it opens 
in 2012, Emma will be able watch the bears on land and 
underwater. She can't wait! 

Even though her favorite animal no longer lives at 
the Zoo, Emma and her family still buy a family mem¬ 
bership each year to see and learn about other wild and 
endangered animals from around the world. 




THE SAFARI 4 



















is? w 

i 

r#TTT - 


i 1 i 








Join the Utah Grizzlies on Friday, March 26, and support 
our capital campaign to bring polar bears back to the 
Zoo. 

You'll get great seats in the lower bowl, either $15 in the 
corners or $22 in the centers, with part of the ticket price 
donated to the Zoo. There'll also be live animals for 
you to meet and you can support the Zoo by joining the 
Chuck-A-Puck contest. 

The deadline to purchase 
tickets is March 25. 

Tickets MUST be 
purchased by calling 
Jerome Garraffa, 

(801) 988-8012 or 
e-mailing him at 
jgarraffa@utahgrizz.com 

Click on the event name or 
button for more information. 

April 

3 Breakfast With The Bunny ^ 

9 a.m. & 11:30 a.m.. 

If you're tired of the same bor¬ 
ing egg hunts every Easter, grab 
your camera to record all those 
special Easter memories and 
hop up to our annual "Break¬ 
fast with the Bunny." Tickets 
include a hot buffet breakfast, a 
fun craft for the kids, an Easter 
treat, and a visit from the Easter 
Bunny who will be hopping 
around for photo opportunities. 


24 Party for the Planet Q 

10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

Along with AZA, the Association of Zoos and Aquariums, we're 
throwing a party. Spring is coming, so join the party for Mother 
Earth at the wildest spot in town. Join us for animal enrich¬ 
ment, presentations and informative booths as you learn how 
to keep our planet green. 

30 Bowling For Rhinos Q 

5-9 p.m. 

Join the Utah Chapter Ameri¬ 
can Association of Zookeepers 
(AAZK) for their 19th annual 
Bowling for Rhinos. Your dona¬ 
tions will help protect rhinos 
around the world! Register to 
bowl and get free pizza, unlimit¬ 
ed soda, two games of bowling 
and shoes, all for $25! For more 
information and to register, go 
to www. utohaozk. org . 

May 

9 Mother's Day Brunch © 

11 a.m. - noon 

Join us in the Auditorium for our 
annual Mother's Day Brunch. 
Tickets include a delicious 
brunch, a fun craft for the kids, 
and a family photo opportunity. 
Don't forget to walk around the 
zoo afterwards and see some of 
our Mama animals. Call Guest 
Services at (801) 584-1769 to 
make your family's reservations. 


Member Events 

May 29, June 19, July 17, August 21 

Members-Only Sunrise Safari © 

Get out and enjoy a unique zoo experience in the cooler 
temperatures while watching the Zoo's animals greet the day 
before we open to the general public. Gates open at 7:30 a.m. 

June lO, 22, July 8, 20, August 10, 24 

Members-Only Stay Late 'Til 8 Q 

Due to the popularity of this event, we have added three ad¬ 
ditional evenings! Experience the magic of the Zoo at twilight. 
Gates close at 8 p.m. and grounds close at 9 p.m. 

July 29 

Zoo Booster Night © 

Attention all Booster members! Please join us for a special 
summer VIP party at the Zoo! Enjoy great entertainment and 
activities, special Zoo discounts and of course, lots of animal 
programs. 

October 1 

Members-Only Harvest Festival ^ 

Our members-only Harvest Festival was such a success last 
year that we have expanded to include the entire Zoo grounds! 
Come celebrate the best of fall with animal encounters, activi¬ 
ties and more. 

December 8, 9, lO 

ZooLights! Member Nights ^ 

ZooLights! is one of the most popular family destinations of the 
season! Members receive an additional $1 off the already low 
member ZooLights! admission price. 

December lO 

ZooLights! Booster Night O 

Booster members receive FREE admission to ZooLights! 

All events are subject to change. Some events may have an additional fee. 

Check www.hoglezoo.org for more information. 
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The Zoo's Education Department offers you a variety 
of Zoo programming for learners of all ages and interests. 
You can choose from programs designed for adults, fami¬ 
lies, Scout groups, preschoolers and students. 

ZooCamp provides lively lessons about animals and 
ecosystems throughout the summer. Zoo Day Classes, 
toddler and preschool classes are offered year-round. 
Scouts, students and family groups can take classes and 
even spend the night at the Zoo through our Zoo Snooze 
programs. To register and for more information, go to 
www.hoglezoo.org/education programs/ 


Click on the class name or 
arrow for more information. 

Educational 
Programming 
March - Mag 

Book Cluir- 

Siiem Spring by Rachel Carson © 

April 1 7-9 p.m. 

$10 per person at the door to join the club - 
one-time fee good through 2010 

Join us on the first Thursday of the month for light 
refreshments and a discussion of a different zoo or con¬ 
servation-related book each time. For questions or more 
information, please call (801) 584-4551. 


Parent's Night Out © 

April 3 6-11 p.m. 

$30/first child; $25/other children 

Parents drop your kids off at the Zoo for the evening and 
go out and have yourself a wild time. We'll supply the 
entertainment, pizza and an awesome Zoo experience. 

Reptile and Amphibian Study 
Merit Badge © 

April 8 6-9 p.m. 

$ 15/Scout; leaders free 

April Preschool'- 
Sense-adonai Spring © 

April 13 9:30 a.m. - Noon 

$20/child; Ages 3 - 5; Adults free with child 

Meet cool animals and discover how your senses stack 
up to the very best of the animal world. 

Insect Study Merit Badge © 

April 22 6-9 p.m. 

$ 15/Scout; leaders free 

Keeper Camp © 

April 24 7:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 

$90/members and $100/non-members 

Come to the Zoo for a hands-on, behind-the-scenes, 
fun-filled day. You'll spend a day with a staff member 
preparing animal diets, cleaning exhibits and creating 
enrichment for some of our animals. We will provide 
lunch and a Keeper-tastic time! 


Book Cluh: 

We Bought a Zoo, hy Benjamhi Mee © 

May 6 7-9 p.m. 

$10 per person at the door to join the club - 
one-time fee good through 2010 

May Preschool- Zoo Boms © 

May 11 9:30 a.m. - Noon 

$20/child; Ages 3 - 5; Adults free with child 

Join us and uncover the world of baby animals and their 
parents at the Zoo. 

Keeper Camp © 

May 15 7:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 

$90/members and $100/non-members; Ages 
12-17 

Zoo Moms Breakfast O 

May 15 7:45 - 10 a.m. 

Youth/$ 10 (12 years and under); Adults/S 15 

Enjoy a continental breakfast before regular Zoo hours 
and catch up with some of the animal moms. 
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Improving the 
air for you and 
for our animals 

Clean air not only affects our quality of 
life, but also that of the animals at the Zoo. 
We can improve the quality of air by turning 
off engines. With our fleet of 17 vehicles, plus 
four mules and nine carts (four of which are 
electric), staff turn them off when waiting for 
more than 10 seconds. Studies show idling 
longer than 10 seconds burns more fuel than 
restarting and creates more wear and tear on 
an engine. Turning off engines reduces air 
pollution and the demand on fuel. That's 
something we can all breath deeply about! 

And you, too, can join the Turn Your Key, 
Be Idle Free campaign. Check out www.idle- 
free.utoh.gov for more information. 
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Help Locate Northern 
Leopard Frogs in Utah 

N orthern leopard frogs have been observed in most 
of Utah's counties, but some reports indicate that 
its numbers may be declining. You can help the 
Utah Division of Wildlife Resources in locating cur¬ 
rent populations. If you see a northern leopard frog 
please do not capture the animal, as these frogs are a state 
sensitive species, but send an e-mail to frogs@utah.gov. In 
your e-mail, include the date, location (GPS coordinates are 
most helpful), and if possible, a photo of the animal. 

The northern leopard (Lithobates pipiens) frog is a aquatic 
green or brown frog, ranging in size from 2 - 4V2 inches. Their 
distinguishing characters include well-defined, pale-bordered 
oval dark spots and pale (dorso-lateral) ridges on their back. 
During the spring, northern leopard frogs congregate in shallow water where they lay large jellylike egg masses. As the 
temperature warms, they are also seen in moist vegetation adjacent to streams, ponds and other aquatic habitat. The 
frogs' call consists of a variety of grunting and chuckling sounds, similar to the sound of a balloon being rubbed with 
one's finger. Thank you for helping to make a difference for Utah's wildlife! 
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Have you seen this frog? if so, notify the Utah Division of 
Wildlife Resources. 


For more information about these state sensitive animals, go to: 
http://dwrcdc.nr.utah.gov/ucdc/ 

http://amphibiaweb.org/ 

http://www.californiaherps.eom/frogs/pages/r.pipiens.html 
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ConaratufaUons, Tati 


P atricia Meekins received 
the 2009 Environmental 
Education Volunteer of the 
Year Award from the Utah Society 
of Environmental Education. 

Pat has been a volunteer at 
the Zoo for several years and has 
given over 6,280 hours of time to 
the education and animal care ^ 

departments. In 2009, Pat spent ■flAmtt : 
over 800 hours presenting both 
on-and off-site programs about 
Utah wildlife, habitats and conservation. She has al¬ 
ready done over 50 classroom and community pro- 


■ grams this year alone! Pat has 
also recently become certified as 
a Utah Master Naturalist in Aquat¬ 
ic and Wetlands Systems as well 
as Deserts and has eagerly been 
K sharing her knowledge with fami¬ 

ly and friends as well as other Zoo 
staff, volunteers and visitors. 

Without Pat the educational 
opportunities the Zoo provides to 
j the community would be greatly 
reduced. Please join us in con¬ 
gratulating her if you see her on Zoo grounds or out in 
the community! 
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2009 

“The Perfect Storm” 

Of Animal Births 


by KIMBERLY DAVIDSON, assistant director/general curator 

WOW! All the babies! 

With so many baby animals bom here in 2009, the 
Zoo seemed like a giant day care for growing, bounc¬ 
ing babies! From a spring birth of a kitten, weighing just 
ounces, to the fall birth of the spectacular elephant 
weighing over 250 pounds, we had our hands full! 

It all started in April, when the black-footed 
kitten was born, small and blind, and quickly 
grew into a playful, teasing kitten! Following 
shortly thereafter was the inquisitive snow 
leopard cub, shy and elusive, he became mis¬ 
chievous and full of antics. The next month, we wel¬ 
comed three endangered Amur (Siberian) tiger cubs, 
then in July it was the rare Siamese crocodile and the 
long awaited giraffe. But still we weren't done. In 
August the culmination of the season was our 
baby African elephant, Zuri. With a collective 
sigh of relief, we began to relax, just a little. But 
then we had two more births - a colobus and a 
howler monkey. See what I mean? WOW. 

The best part about all these births? 

They were all successful, resulting in 
healthy additions to the captive populations 
of their respective species. With the exception 
of the crocodile who didn't need mothering, 
they were all successfully raised by their moth¬ 
ers, which means they should be well-adjusted 
adult animals, who can in turn successfully care 
for their own babies. Ah, the circle of life. 

The Association of Zoos and Aquariums 
(AZA) has become very selective with the 


breeding programs and recommendations. We carefully 
plan the futures of the animals entrusted in our care. Of¬ 
ten before animals are born, we know where the young¬ 
ster will go; this is due in part to an internationally orga¬ 
nized program, called the Species Survival Plan (SSP), a 
comprehensive AZA breeding and conservation program. 
Each SSP manages the breeding of a species in order to 
maintain a healthy and self-sustaining captive population 
that is genetically viable. But what does this mean? 

It means that Utah's Hogle Zoo is part of a larger co¬ 
operative effort to save wildlife through science, conser¬ 
vation, education and the management of our animals. 
Your Zoo is committed to this effort because we believe 
we are responsible to the future of each species. We are 
more selective now in our efforts, for many reasons. We 
feel a great ethical responsibility for any animal associ¬ 
ated with our Zoo, we are selective about where our 
animals go and to whom. 

If we bred our animals as often as they would 
reproduce, then we would end up with way too 
many animals and no place for them to go. Ani¬ 
mals can't be placed back in the wild, and if there 
aren't professional zoos to take them, then what 
would happen? Consequently, we breed care¬ 
fully, with a planned outcome. This means 
that we don't breed often, and the numerous 
babies of 2009 was a "perfect storm" that we 
all busily enjoyed. 

In 2010, we want you to focus on watch¬ 
ing these youngsters develop into healthy 
adults and learning about the animals and con¬ 
servation strategies we support here at the Zoo. 


Snow leopard 
born May 7, 2009 


^ Howler moi^^jH|| 
f l* born August 2852009 
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Siamese 'crocodile 
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hatched Julyl7,V2009 


African £lephant jH| 
born August 10, 2009 
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2600 East Sunnyside Avenue 
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Open every day at 9 a.m. 
Closed Christmas and 
New Year's Day 

(801) 582-1631 

Development ext. 708 
Docents ext. 713 
Education ext. 763 
Events Hotline ext. 750 
Event Sales ext. 761 
Group Ticketing ext. 761 
Marketing ext. 749 
Membership ext. 744 
Public Relations ext. 729 
Volunteers ext. 737 
Zootique ext. 734 


www.hoglezoo.org 


facebook. 
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